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valuable commodity. It increases the productivity of
the soil which receives it. Preparation of this manure
is itself a village industry. But this, like all village
industries, cannot give tangible results unless the crores
of India co-operated in reviving them and thus making
India prosperous.
Delhi Diary, pp. 270-71

CHAPTER  XXXIV

VILLAGE SANITATION

Divorce between intelligence and labour has resulted
in criminal negligence of the villages. And so, instead
of having graceful hamlets dotting the land, we have
dung-heaps. The approach to many villages is not a
refreshing experience. Often one would like to shut
one's eyes and stuff one's nose; such is the surrounding
dirt and offending smell. If the majority of Congress-
men were derived from our villages, as they should be,
they should be able to make our villages models of
cleanliness in every sense of the word. But they have
never considered it their duty to identify themselves
with the villagers in their daily liyes._ A sense of national
or social sanitation is not a virtue among us. We may
take a kind of a bath, but we do not mind dirtying the
well or the tank or the river by whose side or in which
we perform ablutions. I regard this defect as a great
vice which is responsible for the disgraceful state of our
villages and the sacred banks of the sacred rivers and
for the diseases that spring from insanitation.
Constructive Programme, p.  15